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GOD’S PLACE FOR WOMEN IN HIS CHURCH
The place of women in society is being widely discussed today. The influence of the “Women’s Liberation” or “Feminist”
movement is felt throughout the world. Most men and women would agree that there should be equality in employment and
wages. Most would also agree that women should have the same rights under the law as men do. However, Christian men and
women must oppose many of the ideas of the “Feminist” movement for they are contrary to God’s will.
In the Lord’s church today, there are some who question the place that women have. Some are saying that women have
the right to lead public prayers, preach, and even serve as elders. They have been influenced by the “Feminist” movement and
by denominations, especially the Pentecostals, which allow women to do everything men do.
Christians want to follow the will of God. God’s will for the place of women in His church is revealed in His Book, the Bible. It is inspired of God and is infallible (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16,17). We must follow the Bible if we want to please God and be saved
eternally.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH?
There are some areas in which men and women are just the same before God. God’s love is the same for both (John 3:16).
God is no respecter of persons in regard to salvation (Acts 10:34,35). Men and women must obey the same plan of salvation
and will receive the same blessings (Gal. 3:26-28).
There are, however, areas in which God’s plan for women differs from that for men. In the family, God has appointed
man to be the head (Eph. 5:23). Man is to provide for the physical and spiritual needs of his wife and children (Gen. 3:17-19; 1
Tim. 5:8; Eph. 6:4). Women have a special place in God’s plan that men do not have. Women are to be helpers to their husbands, teachers of their children and keepers of the home (Gen. 3:16; Eph. 5:22-24; Titus 2:4,5). Men and women are different physically and psychologically. The place that God has appointed for each best suits them as God made them.
There are several Scriptures which deal with women’s place in the church. In 1 Corinthians 11:3, the Apostle Paul
wrote: “But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head
of Christ is God.” Man has a head to whom he must submit —Jesus Christ. Woman also has a head to whom she must submit —
man. But even Christ has a head to whom He must submit —God the Father. Christ is not inferior to God because He submits
to Him. Nor is woman inferior to man because she submits to him. The place that God has appointed for men and women has
nothing to do with inferiority and superiority. It has to do with the natural order of things and the purpose for which God
created them.
First Timothy chapter two is a very important passage which deals with women’s role in the church. Paul is speaking of the
public worship of the church when it assembles together (1 Tim. 2:1,2; 3:14,15). In verse one, Paul commands that prayers be
made for all men. In the original Greek language in which Paul wrote, the word he uses for men is anthropos, which is the general word for human beings. It includes both men and women. Paul again uses this same word in verse four when he says,
God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” But, in verse eight, when Paul speaks of leading in prayers, he uses a different word for man. It is the Greek word aner. This word is used only to refer to males. It does
not include females! The command of God is for only men to lead the public prayers of the church.
There is a clear contrast between verse eight where men are commanded to pray and verse eleven where women are
commanded to learn in silence with all subjection (1 Tim. 2:8,11). The word “subjection” comes from a Greek military term
which means “to rank under.” In verse twelve, Paul writes: “...I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence.” Women are forbidden to “have authority” over men. They must not take a privilege which is not
rightfully theirs. Preaching and public teaching of classes where men are present are forbidden to women.

Leading public prayers in assemblies where men are present is forbidden to women.
Paul gives two reasons why God has given the leadership in the church to men: 1) Adam was first formed, then Eve; 2) Adam
was not deceived, but the woman, being deceived, was in the transgression. Man has leadership over woman because God created him first. Man was not created for woman, but woman was created for man (Gen. 2:18-15). Second, Adam was not deceived in the temptation in the Garden of Eden, but Eve was (Gen. 3:6). Woman is different from man. Satan took advantage
of her more trusting nature to deceive her. Adam sinned also, but he was not deceived! He knew what he was doing and deliberately went into the sin with Eve.
Women have many wonderful areas of service to God. Bearing children is not a curse brought on by the fall in Eden, but
a blessing God gave women in the beginning (Gen. 1:28; 3:16). Women also have the privilege of being teachers, not of men,
but of other women and children (2 Tim. 1:5; Titus 2:3-5). Christian women, like Priscilla, may assist their husbands in teaching others privately (Acts 18:24-26). Godly Christian women teach others by their example (1 Peter 3:1,2).
Peace prevails in the church and God is pleased when both men and women serve Him in the roles He has created for
them. Women are not suited to be elders, deacons, preachers or public leaders in the worship of God. But their work of being
good mothers and teachers of children and other women is just as important. Let us humbly submit to God’s will!

News & Notes
•

Mark will be making his annual trip to Budapest this year and will be

leaving on May 21st and returning on June 8th. Keep him in your prayers
during his time of travel for a safe trip there and back.
•

Vacation Bible School will be on June 15-18. Brandon Britton and his crew
will be coming down to help us conduct our VBS this year. This is his 3rd
time helping us!

•

For those that were unable to retake pictures last week for the picture
board, Katelyn will have her camera today to take pictures.
•

Linda Swanner and Rebecca Snyder were restored this past Sunday.
Please keep them in your prayers each day.

•

Please keep Alice Riley, Margo Rodney, and Malcolm Vazquez in your
prayers at this time as they are each battling different illnesses.

January Birthdays & Anniversaries

28-John Early
29th-J.V. Russell

Prayer List

Scott Russell

504-232-4120

Wayne Schulz

504-392-3999

Mike Swanner

504-271-2465

Website: www.chalmettecoc.org

Chalmette Church of Christ

Post Office Box 1165

*All of our brethren scattered across
the United States & our troops in
Iraq

Elders
Mark Lance
504-250-8492
J. V. Russell
504-277-0251
Charles Whitley
504-277-4717
Butch Snyder
504-682-0051
Evangelist
Mark Lance
504- 250-8492
gospelpr@cox.net
Deacons

Chalmette, LA 70044

Alice Riley
Clifford Markum
Sherry Towle
Margo Rodney
Ella Gillard
Krisztian Montague
Addrean Jenkins
Gloria Smiles
Joel James
Ryker Amaya
Gary Huettmann
Carol Calix
Marie Pennington

Chalmette Church of Christ
200 De La Ronde
Chalmette, LA 70043
504-279-9438
Services of The Church
Sunday
Bible Classes
9:00 am
AM Worship 10:00 am
PM Worship
6:00 pm
Wednesday
Bible Classes
7:00 pm

