
TAKE YOUR PICK  

Eric Lyons, M. Min.  

 Nearly all credible historians will concede that a man by the name of Jesus lived and died in the land of 

Palestine about 2,000 years ago. Even most atheists accept the historicity of Jesus the Nazarene. There simply 

is overwhelming evi-dence that points to a man named Jesus who lived and died in the first century. In fact, just 

by acknowledging the “first cen-tury,” one is describing a time based upon the birth of Jesus. Our whole dating 

method is based upon this man called Christ [“B.C.” meaning “before Christ,” and “A.D.” (standing for Anno Domini) 

meaning “in the year of the Lord”]. Jews, Mus-lims, Hindus, and infidels (for the most part) all accept that Jesus 

was an actual human being.  

 However, even though most people who know some world history admit that Jesus was a real person, rela-

tively few believe He was God in the flesh (as the Bible repeatedly emphasizes). They might say He was a good 

man, or that He was a noted philosopher or great moral teacher, but the fact is, the majority of the people in the 

world do not believe He was (as Peter claimed nearly 2,000 years ago) “the Christ, the Son of the living 

God” (Matthew 16:16).  

 Have you ever thought about what people actually are saying who deny the deity of Christ, yet believe He 

was a good man? They are saying that Jesus was not Who He claimed to be—the Son of God. They are advocating 

that even though Jesus accepted such claims of deity from men (cf. John 1:29,41,49; 20:28) and claimed deity 

Himself time and again (Mark 14:62; John 9:36-38; 10:30; et al.), what he said was not true. Yet they still hold to 

the assumption that Christ was a “good man.”  

 Realistically, there are only three explanations that one can give as to who Christ was: (1) He was the 

greatest liar, con man, and phony the world has ever known; (2) He was a lunatic who simply labored under the de-

lusion that he was God; or (3) He was who He claimed to be—God. Logically speaking, no other choices exist. The 

view that Christ was a raving madman has rarely been entertained by anyone who is aware of Christ’s life and 

teachings. No lunatic could answer ques-tions with such profound wisdom and authority (cf. Matthew 7:28-29). 

What madman would teach that we should do unto others as we would have them do unto us? The insane do not 

teach that we should “turn the other cheek,” and then set an example of exactly how to do that—even unto 

death. Lunacy does not produce such genius. For that reason, relatively few ever have been so foolish as to call 

Christ a lunatic.  

 Furthermore, not even the most celebrated infidels have been willing to characterize Christ as a con man 

or charla-tan. Renowned infidel Henri Rousseau once wrote: “Yes, if the life and death of Socrates were those of 

a sage, the life and death of Jesus were those of a God” (Emile, 1.4). French humanist and staunch enemy of 

Christianity, Joseph Renan, called Jesus a “sublime person” and declared that in Him “is condensed all that is good 

and lofty in our nature” (Life of Jesus, chap-ters 1,28). The fact is, very few people throughout history ever have 

claimed that Christ was a liar or a lunatic.  
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 Furthermore, not even the most celebrated infidels have been willing to characterize Christ as a con man or charla-

tan. Renowned infidel Henri Rousseau once wrote: “Yes, if the life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, the life and 

death of Jesus were those of a God” (Emile, 1.4). French humanist and staunch enemy of Christianity, Joseph Renan, called 

Jesus a “sublime person” and declared that in Him “is condensed all that is good and lofty in our nature” (Life of Jesus, chap

-ters 1,28). The fact is, very few people throughout history ever have claimed that Christ was a liar or a lunatic.  

 But, if Jesus was not a liar or a lunatic, then logically He must have been who He claimed to be—the Son of God. 

One cannot profess sensibly that Christ was a good man, yet not the Son of God. Either He was both—or He was neither. 

Either Christ was a lunatic, or a liar, or the Lord. Take your pick, but choose wisely, for your eternal destiny is at stake.  



                                                                

  

 

 

 

 

                

 

News and NotesNews and NotesNews and NotesNews and Notes 

• Brother Kermit Webb, from The Old Landmarks radio program, which we support, will be at Chalmette on March 16th 

for our evening services. 

• Cy Stafford, missionary from Tanzania, Africa, will be at Chalmette on March 30th to speak at our evening services. 

Cy is the brother of our Tony Stafford. 

• Our Third Sunday Singing and Fellowship Meal will be on March 16th. We will not have a song service since Brother 

Kermit Webb will be speaking for us, but we will have a meal afterwards. Bring a dish and a friend! 

• Our annual Ladies Day is this Saturday! The theme this year is, “What Not To Wear.” Sister Megan Shirley, from 

the Morgan City congregation will be our guest speaker. 

• Our Gospel Meeting is just around the corner! It begins April 6th—10th and our guest speaker will be Brother Barry 

Grider from the Forest Hill congregation in Memphis, TN.  

• Vacation Bible School will be June 16-19. There will be a group of 30 people coming from Bybee Branch Church of 

Christ in McMinnville, TN. We will need volunteers for housing. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

• Please keep Ms. Margo Rodney in your prayers at this time. She collapsed this past week and was taken to Ochsner 

Hospital. Further testing is being done at this time.  

• Please keep Bertina McGhee’s mother, Ms. Wilkerson in your prayers at this time as well. She had her leg removed 

this past week. Sister McGhee is a member of the Elysian Fields congregation. 

• Please keep Jackie Gamble in your prayers at this time.  Her mother and father are very sick. Jackie will be traveling 

after this mornings services to be with her parents in Texas. 

• Mark and Tina will be leaving for a mission trip  to Budapest, Hungary. They will be leaving on May 22nd and will re-

turn on June 3rd. This will be Tina’s first mission trip.  

     March Birthdays 

13-Marlene Vazquez 

14-Ashleigh Towle 

 22-Anthony Smith 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 

23-Edie & Wayne Schulz 

 
     



 

 

 

 

Chalmette Church of Christ 

200 De La Ronde     

Chalmette, LA 70043      

504-279-9438 

Services of The Church 

Sunday 

Bible Classes      9:00 am 

AM Worship     10:00 am 

PM Worship       6:00 pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Classes      7:00 pm 

Elders 

Evangelist 

Mark Lance       504- 250-8492 

gospelpr@cox.net 

Deacons 

 

 

     Website: www.chalmettecoc.org      

Mark Lance         504-250-8492 

J. V. Russell     504-277-0251 

Charles Whitley   504-277-4717 

Scott Russell         504-232-4120 

Wayne Schulz       504-392-3999 

Butch Snyder        504-682-0051                                                                                                                    

Mike Swanner       504-271-2465 
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Prayer List 

  Alice Riley 
Sherry Towle 
Margo Rodney 

Judy Hennessee 
Betty Grisham 
Ella Gillard 

Krisztian Montague 
Linda Swanner 
Jackie Gamble 
Gloria Smiles 
Elbre Wolfe 
Joel James 

Charles Jenkins 
David Ebeling 
Ryker Amaya 

Raymond Sanchez 
Gary Huettmann 

Malcolm & Marlene Vazquez 
 

*All of our brethren scattered across 
the United States & our troops in 

Iraq 


